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REPORT: COTTAGE MEETINGS’ OBSERVATIONS 
 

Thank you to all who participated in the Cottage Meetings.  We appreciate your input.  Pastor Mike attended 14  
Cottage meetings in homes or at the church.  Thank you, thank you to those who hosted these meetings.  110           
questionnaires were filled out, but approximately 118 people attended.  That equals about two-thirds of the adults 
that worship on a weekend.  This was an excellent response.  We had a low of three people attending to a high of 
eighteen at each meeting. 
 

Questionnaires: Questionnaires were handed out asking about Trinity’s strengths, growth areas, and goals for the 
near and long-term future.  Note that the questionnaires were filled out first so that the answers given would not be 
influenced by the survey or discussion. 
 

Like in the survey, the large majority found that Trinity’s strengths are: a loving and caring community, friendly and 
welcoming, and close knit.  Also, like in the survey people, people  saw our children, youth, and family ministries as 
strengths.  The variety of worship services was also mentioned often, as well as the strength of our staff. 
 

Areas of improvement included finances and more community outreach which were also areas of growth identified 
in the survey.  Other improvements mentioned were the need to attract more young adults 20 to 40 in age and growth 
in both membership and attendance.  People expressed a need for more people to be involved in the church’s             
ministries. 
 

The goals most commonly listed were updating the building and church in various ways including the sound system 
and growing the congregation.  Updating the building in the questionnaire differed from the survey where people 
(68%) agreed with the statement: “The church’s buildings and facilities are effective in supporting our ministries.” 
 

Survey Discussion Questions 
In the discussion of the survey a need for more and better communication in all areas was the primary area in need of 
improvement.  Also, those attending felt that our finances are not transparent enough.  About 10% (the same as in 
the survey) felt that we needed to make changes in worship; however, many expressed great satisfaction with         
worship.  We also discussed our Christian education and need to reach both singles and couples in their 20’s and 
30’s. 
 

An interesting side note was that while Lutheran understandings and theology were important for people, those at-
tending were split on Trinity’s Lutheran identity (i.e. being known as Trinity Lutheran Church instead of just Trinity 
or Trinity church.) 
 

People expressed thankfulness for the opportunity to meet and discuss issues concerning the church.  People         
appreciated the small group format of the Cottage Meetings.  Many expressed that we needed more opportunities to 
have discussions like these. 
 

Some Preliminary Conclusions 
1. We should continue with the building/renovation projects; however, people would like to see a plan.  

People do support these projects when they are explained. 
2.  We need to figure out how to communicate more clearly and more often what is happening in church 

council and in other areas in the life of the congregation – Facebook, e-mail, and the website were men-
tioned often as well as congregation forums and small group discussions.  We need to focus on commu-
nicating financial information regularly. 

3. Stewardship, the budget, and finances are a big concern for people. 
4. Evangelism should become a priority.  People want to grow the congregation. 
5. People really like Trinity and see our congregation as a very caring, welcoming, and friendly place.  We 

need to use those qualities in our ministries and outreach. 
6. People like our worship for the most part and the diversity of worship times & formats. 
7. Small group ministry is something we should look into beginning. 
8. Our family-friendly ministry is a strength and drawing card. 

 

The survey information is still on the church website if you are interested in looking at the data we received.  If you 
would like to discuss more about what happened at the Cottage Meetings, please talk with Pastor Mike.  Once again, 
thank you to everyone who participated. 
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Annual Meeting  

& Potluck   
Sunday, January 29th 

 
 

Remember to circle the date of Sunday, January 29th, for our Annual Meeting.   the 
meeting will begin approximately 1:00 p.m. following a potluck meal.  The meat will be 
provided and we ask you to bring a dish – potato, pasta, vegetable, salad, dessert – to 
share.  The meal will begin following the 11:00 a.m.  
 
 
 

Save the 
date!  

Annual Meeting & Potluck  
 
 

January 29th @ 12:00 Noon  
 
 
 

# Attending ______________________ 
 
 

Family Name __________________________ 
 

Please drop this in the offering plate for the church office  



6 

Ladies, let’s go visit the world at the 
Women’s 2012 Annual Retreat 

held at Techny Towers near 
Northbrook the weekend of   
February 17-20. 
We will explore the “world” with John 3:16 – 
“God so loved the world.” 
Schedule:  Friday, Feb. 17  
We begin at 7pm with welcome, devotions, introduc-
tions, then a visit to Australia 
Saturday, Feb. 18 
Meals, devotions, and visits to Europe, Asia, Antarc-
tic, and South America  

afternoon - crafts, movie and  
free time.   
Visit Africa and then a special 
 fellowship to enjoy  
“The Flavors of the World”.   

Sunday, Feb. 19 
Meals, worship and communion as we visit  
 North America. 

 
It will be a “world win” weekend of great fun, fellow-
ship as we explore together the continents of the 
world. 
Retreat Cost: 
$205.00 (per person) for 2 or 3 people to a room for 2 
nights lodging, meals, program 
$260.00 (per person) for single room for 2 nights, etc. 
$180.50 – 2 or 3 people to a room for 1 night, etc. 
$197.00 – for single room for 1 night, etc. 
 

 
 - - - — - - - - - - - - - — - - - - - - -   

Women’s 2012 Retreat 
February 17-20 
Techny Towers 

“Wonder Full World” 
Yes!  Sign me up today! $50 deposit 
 
Name:       
 
I will Room with:          
 

Please turn into office or Linda  

 
Chimes & KFC  
(“Kids for Christ”) schedule 
for January…. 
 
 
 
Sun. Jan. 8 (both services) 

Chimes play  - practice at 8:15 am on Sunday 
Sun. Jan. 15 – KFC sings – 8:30 
Sun. Jan. 29 – KFC sings – 11:00 
Practice:  Mondays, Jan. 9, 23, 30 
NO practice on Jan. 2 or 16 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Confirmation Schedule for Janu-

ary 
Classes – Thursdays, Jan. 5, 19, 26 from 6:30 – 
8:00 pm 
Special project:  Thurs. Jan. 12 – 
Packing food for “Feed My Starving Children” in 
Schaumburg 
 (more information will be given) 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Vision Committee will have their 
meeting on Tuesday, January 10 at 6:30 
pm.  Many new visions in the thought 
process – anyone is welcome! 
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Or     

Trinity youth and adults are 
invited to come along for a day of adventure – 
if you have skied before – great!  If you have 
not, you will still have a great time because 
there are lesson available at no extra cost.  
Everyone who does NOT know how to ski or 
snowboard will HAVE to take a lesson. 
 

Sat. January 28 – leave  
Trinity at 6:30 am. 

cost is 
$60 for skiing and rental of equipment ($10 

 refund at end) this also includes a lesson 
$70 for snowboarding and rental of 

 equipment ($10 refund at end) this also 
 includes a lesson 

$10 extra for helmet rental 
For those who do not need to rent equipment - the 
cost is $45 
Bring money for lunch and a supper stop on the 
way home. 
 

Registration needs to be in advance – please 
see linda bensen for more information. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Trinity’s Gathering Place is 
truly a place for gathering and relaxing and  

being with new and old friends!  Thanks to Barb 
Leiner who keeps the various “pots” of coffee 

going each Sunday and for other special  
occasions. 

The gathering place is for everyone’s pleasure – 
so be sure to come and use it – stay for coffee 
on Sunday morning or Saturday evening after 

service or when you come for a meeting, come 
in and relax and enjoy! 

 
Special thanks to Kevin and Cindy Petrie who 

have added so much for the Gathering place 
with the beautiful lettering that has been added 

in the sanctuary, auditorium and gathering 
place. 

 
 
 

Anyone up for some FUN 
travel?? 

Come and join  
Trinity Travelers for their 

annual Mystery Trip the week of  
May 14 – 17 or 18 

No worries, hassles, just relaxation and good 
fellowship to new and interesting places. 

If interested, please let Linda Bensen know.  
We will have more information coming up. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

We are off to a good start with our Labels For  
Education program for the 2011-2012 school year. 

Please keep clipping those UPC's!  Now we can collect 
additional Labels For Education points electronically 

using our Jewel or Dominicks preferred cards.  Sign up 
online and every time you purchase a LFE  

 participating product from participating retailers, you 
automatically earn points for us -- no clipping  

required! Just go to Labelsforeducation.com  to sign up 
and register your card(s).  Don't forget to ask other 

family members and friends to clip UPC's for us -- and 
they can even register their preferred cards as well!  If 

you have questions, please contact Jan Enderle 
 at 708-271-2558.   Thank you for your support!   
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JAM (Jesus and Me) 
In December there were sixteen children that joined us for JAM  night.  Many games were played, a 
cross ornament craft was made and there were even cupcakes and hot chocolate available to help 
celebrate Jesus' birthday!  But it was the scavenger hunt to find pieces of the nativity story that 

seemed to be enjoyed the most by all.  The final clue 
led us to the stage which was set for Bethlehem where 
we took our places in and around the stable as we lis-
tened the story of Jesus birth once again.  
 
 

We also collected just over 20 toys that were  
donated to the Toy Box Connection Children's Char-

ity, a non-profit organization located in  
Orland Park.   Thanks to those who donated!     

 
Do you know a child in 3rd - 6th grade??  If you do, 

they are welcome to join us on the second Tuesday of every month from 6:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. for an 
evening of faith and fun.  Don't forget that friends are invited too.  We hope to see you there!  

 
The following our the remaining JAM dates for 2012 :   

January 10th, February 14th, March 13th, April 10th & May 8th 
  

If you have any questions, please contact: 
Jan Enderle (708) 271-2558 
Jen Donnan (708) 425-1694  

Lisa Jaworek (708) 425-2938    
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January Birthdays…  
Charlotte Ochs   1 
Joseph Thiel   2 
Victor Sabbithi   3 
Luke Sakal    3 
Dana Sparrer    3 
Sally Dommer   4 
Caryn DeBoer    5 
Charleigh Cash    5 
Rebecca Fish   5 
Sharon Poljak   5 
Christopher Reich  6 
Joseph Huscher   7 
Julia Lanigan   7 
Laurie Mayer    7 
Chris Villanova   8 
Rebecca Craig   11 
Laura Reich   11 
Jennifer Buschbach  12 
Jason VanCauwenberge 12 
Tony Baldea   13 
Sharon Martin   13 
Greg Goth    14 
Nancy Lodl   14 
Maria Pohlis   14 
Daniel Balich   15 
Tiffany Dangman  15 
William Kasick   15 
Ryan Renkar   16 
JoEllen Erickson  17 
Russell Peterson  17 
Elaine Kardosh   18 
Zackary Whalen   18 
Krystyna Orlowski  19 
Robert Phelan   19 
Leann Dommer   21 
Leslie Dommer   21 
Tim Landgrebe    21 
Laura Masters   21 
Bessie Wesselhoff  21 
 

Jeanne Breiter   22 
Julia Huscher   22 
Ninae Mondello   23 
Henry Evers    24 
Dominick Governale   24 
Conner Verran   24 
Elliot Masters   25 
Benjamin Smith   26 
Elizabeth Cyze   27 
Robert Pyzik    27 
Stephen Born   28 
Cindy Petrie   29 
Debra Perryman  31 

 
 

January  
Anniversaries… 
 

Gordon & Darlene Lohrman         11 
Vernon & Mary Lou Felgenhauer   14 
Violet & James Bailey     15 
Tom & Patricia Prokop     16 
Paul & Linda Jaeger         26 

Annual Reports  
 

Anyone holding a chair  
position please email your 

print ready  
report to the office.  

 
office@trinityol.com 
If you have questions  
Please see Mari Anne  
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Long Term Needs  
 
 
Long Term Needs 
Ann Matthys by Friends of Trinity  
Marian Leatzow by Friends at Trinity  
Jane Boelcke-Novak by Tom & Renee Boelcke  
Joe Schmitz by Marianne Izzo  
Elaine Pfiffer by Friends of Trinity  
Ann Schultz by Nancy & Tina Mondello  
Rich Nelson by Arline Nelson  
Johnny Flakne by Ann Marie McCauley 
Curt Luca by  Ann Marie McCauley 
Heidi Floyd by Friends at Trinity  
Maribeth McCaw by the McCaw Family  
Isabelle McCaw by the McCaw Family  
Betty Kleinmeyer by Caryn DeBoer  
Nancy DeBoer  by Caryn DeBoer  
Bridget Bowen by The McCaw Family  
Leota Landgrebe by Friends at Trinity  
Kevin McGuire by Matt Murphy  
Donna Westin by Sandy Sumpter  
Linda Young by The Bohne's  
Larry Costa by Audrey Hiryak   
Bill Hill Brandt by The Reich's  
Lois Hustad by Violet Bailey   

 

Milwaukee, WI 
October 5 and 6, 2012 

Bradley Center 

 
Even in the midst of  everyday challenges, 

there are treasures hidden in plain sight. Be 
refreshed and renewed at a one-of-a-kind 
weekend. Experience Women of Faith’s 

“Celebrate”  We’re going!   
Next October…..save the date now! 

See Cathy if interested. More info to follow! 

Preschool Registration for church 
members Begins in January for the 
2012-2013 school year. If you are  

interested in registering your child, 
please see Cathy Cepican, or forms 
are available in the church office.    

Trinity Preschool  
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  Trinity Lutheran Church #969814 
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  Oak Lawn, IL 60453 
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  708 422-0193 
 
 CONTACT PERSON 
  Marianne Izzo 
 
 SOFTWARE 
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  Windows XP 
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